November 25, 1960 


Dear Friends Across the Miles:- 


"Procrastination is the thief of time", so the saying goes. And by this 
time you fround it to be true of Alaskan Missionaries, and us in particular. 
But we do want to get this letter off to you, and include in it our Christmas 
Greetings. We also. want to make this letter just as personal, as if all the 
hundreds we are Sending were hand-written, 


Many of you have been wonderful in writing to us, and we do appreciate 
these letters beyond words. We have tried to answer all the letters sent to 
us, but even in theme notes we cannot hope to keep you up-to-date on the 
events in our manse and church, So with the same familiar outline, we will 
hope to bring you up to the minute. 


It is now just a week before Thanksgiving, and already we are prepared 
for a "white Christmas", For the past several weeks the snow has been creep- 
ing down from the peaks that are Snow-crested all year. This week we really 
Saw the snow come to stay...we had, and still have snow 2 to 4 inches deep, 
and so far none of it has melted. Sleds are coming out of storage as well as 
skis and snow shoes. The folks here, you might say, are geared for the coming 
winter months. I even got my seal-skin parka out of the deep-freeze, where it 
has been stored all summer. The temperature has not been too colde.cececved 
above is thé lowest the thermometer has plunged. 


In the past 24 hours we have seen great spectacles here in the northland. 
The northern lights (aurora borealis) were just brilliant beyond words to 
describe, They were vertical and semi-vertical streaks of greens, blues and 
Some reds shimmering across the northern sky. And now as I look out my study 
window as I write this letter, the sun is setting behind the distant hills 
(it is only 2:20 P.M.) and the sunset is casting a pink glaze on the snow of 
the Snow-capped mountains. To explain it more Simply.....the mountains look 
like huge scoops of strawberry ice-cream, 


But I had better get back to my train of thought, so that I can fill you 
in on the details of last year, 


JANUARY:- As the old year went out, we gathered as a church for the Churc: 
Family Watchnite Service, remembering among other things, the goodness of God 
to us and our little church, and knew that your prayers were remembering us 
as we began another year in this section of His vineyard, 

This was a month of varied experiences....annual reports to get out for 
the Annual Congregational Meeting as well as Paul getting out his reports to 
Synod and Ganeral Assembly, since he is stated clerk of this presbyterysse«ecus 
--+.Paul also tried to fix the broken hinge on the tailgate of the station 
wagon, had rough luck, when the other hinge snabped and struck him in the 
head. Hitting him anyplace else would have maimed him for life, but after a 
few days he was none the worse for wear.,.+.We rejoiced this month to have the 
Forrest Travaille's from Thailand visit us on their way back to Thailand. 
Forrest works with the folks in Thailand in the field of agriculture. Mrs. 
Travaille is the sister of Mrs. Doig of Sheldon Jackson Junior College in Sitka. 


FEBRUARY:~ Saw the merging of two churches (Faith and Woodland Park) in 
Anchorage. This was accomplished by an Ecclesiastical Administrative Commiss- 
ion, set up by presbytery, and Paul served as Chairman. Believe me there is 
more than just giving a church the permission to merge, and Paul found that 


: 
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out. 

On Scout Sunday, we were proud to have our Scouts take over the entire * 
Morning Worship %ervice. Among them were four boys who received their Eagle 
Scaut Award that afternoon, and two of the Eagles were boys who had earned 
their God and Country Awards. 

This was the month of the "Protestant New Life Retreat" at Elmendorf Air 
Force Base, which is just at our front door. Dr. R. Roland Armstrong, Pres- 
dent of our Presbyterian Sheldon Yackson Junior College at Sitka, served as 

etreat~master. 

Foiksa at the church nicknamed Paul "The John Foster Dulles of Yukon 
Presbytery'', He is always travelling. This time as a member of Synod's 
Council he journeyed to Seattle for two days of meetings. While there he 
remained a day longer than scheduled and visited some friends, among them the 
Leonard Campbells and the Ray Baldwins (members of our church at Wrangell), 
the Jerry Gearharts and the Steele Ferguesons (fommer members of Hillcrest), 
and the Andy Chappons (former neighbors in Anchorage). 


MARCH:- March is our month of joy! It was on the lst that Sarah was 
born. She just missed from being a "Leap Year Baby" (Paul arrived home from 
Seattle on the 29%), With the girl, boy, girl, boy, girl situation already 
exbsting in our family, we were counting on the next offspring being a boy. 
Then Sarah came. However, we are thrilled with our family of four girls and 
two boya. 

Off again on a trip. This time to Fairbanks fora meeting of Presbytery 
Council. 

Tnis year, as in former years, churches in the Anchorage area joined in 
noon-time Lenten Services in the big downtown theater, and we had mid-week 
Lenten Services in our own church which were fairly well attended. 

This is also the month that all the news went out about the census. Paul 
decided to take the census. It was quite an experience] 


APRIL:- April marked the conclusion of the Lenten Season with the joyous 
anthem "He is Risen!" Our Easter congregation again filled two services to the 
walls, and overflowed to folding chairs. We would certainly have a rallying 
point of these folks joined us every week, but we are happy.to be able to get 
the message of Christ to them when they do come. 

After Kaster there was no chance to r@lax, even for a moment. For on the 
heels of Easter (the following Tuesday) comes the Spring Stated Meeting of 
Presbytery. And being the Stated Clerk, you can imagine what that involves. 
Following presbytery, the minutes have to be mimeographed and sent out to the 
ministers and vacant churches, letters answered, and then after that, and 
before you know it, ypu slip back into the same grind. 


MAY:- The Republican Convention for the State of Alaska was here in 
Anchorage, and I was privileged to give the invocation which opened the 
convention. Not because of me, I am sure, but we can report a Republican sweep 
in Alaska which has always been voted 4 to 1 and 5 to l Democratic. 

This month Carol became a member of the National Junior Honor Society. 

This was also the month of beginning the Katherine Armstrong Circle, 
making two circles in our women's work. We feel the name was aptly chosen, 
aa it calls attention to the wife of Dr. R. Roland Armsttong, who together 
dis much to strengthen the work of the church in this area, as well as being 
concerned for the people of Government Hill, and recognizing the need of a 
church here. Our hats off to them both] 

Other extra-curriculal acrivities creep in this month too.....the Senior 
High Sunday School Class had its first car wash. Sometimes more water got on 
the kids than on the cars, but they all had fun and were able to make some 
money, so now we have new curtains in our Fellowship Hall, thanks to them.... 
ooeeeimmediately following was the annual Public School carnival, where Paul 
had charge of the popcorn concession......then came the Scout trip to Eklutna 


~~ 


Lake (some 40 miles from Anchtrage) where all Scout troops in the area joined 
for a three day camporee. This was Paul David's first overnite with the 
Scouts, and he thoroughly enjoyed it. 

This was also another joyouw month, since we were able to start paying on 
& new typewriter. Although it doesn't help my spelling, it is a great labor 
Saver over the old one. We purchesed the old one second-hand when we came to 
Alaska in 1950, and being used for church, presbytery and personal work, it 
really had taken a beating. Carol and Paul David are now using it at home for 
their reports at school. It gives them some practice. 


JUNE:- This month had people coming and going. We had quite a turn-over 
of people at church. Many of our service people left on rotation. This threw 
our church and Sunday School program into a spin, as we lost about 65% of our 
congregation. We also had the privilege of receiving Rev. Hal Banks and his 
family from California, to do New Church Development in East Anchorage. We 
Saw the Ed Rosevears take leave of Alaska. Ed was music director at Sheldon 
Jackson and was now heading for Dubuque Seminary to study for the ministry. 

This was also another political month, with President Eisenhower coming 
to Anchorage. He arrived at a time when we did not get to see him, at 10:30 
Sunday morning. We didn't close shop to see him, nor did he come to our chure!. 
This was also the morning that we had the Presbyterian Women's Team visit us. 
We were fortunate to have Frace Salisbury just barely make it across the line 
of march. She was the last one to cross the street that morning until the 
President had passed by. 

Paul was off again on many of his flights. This time to Spokane for a 
meeting of Synod at Whitworth College. He drove a new station wagon back frog 
Seattle ( to be paid for in '62) all alone. He was to have had six other men 
come with him, but at the last minute they all cancelled out. He left Sunday 
afternoon at 3:00 and was in Anchorage Thursday evening at 7:00. Didn't drive 
fast, the roads were better that usual for this time of year. 


JULY:- The Alaska Survey Team arrived to look the new state over to see 
how best the Presbyterian Board of National Missions and the Synod of Washing= 
ton could serve it. Later found out that I was to be a member of that board, 
which meant an additional amount of travelling. 

This was Young People's month as far as Paul was concerned. He was dean 
of the Junior Camp at King's Lake for a week, where 61 4%, 5% and 6 graders 
gathered for study and recreation. Cathy was one of our campers and just had 
a real wonderful time. Immediately following this he served as retreat leader 
for Senior High Young People on Elmendorf A.F.B. Due to inclement weather 
their retreat was held in Chapel 3. 

Travelling again, but this time only 50 miles away for an installation 
service at Palmer. 


AUGUST:= Usually called the preachers vacation month. But again it 
didn't work out here, as we began the month with 65 children embroiled in 
Vacation Bible School. Kindergarten, Primary and Juniors. We closed the 
program with a Strawberry Social, with real fresh strawberries. Everyone had 
fun. Proceeds of the social went to the Building Fund. 

Between hospital calls, calling, meetings and desk work, Paul took the 
chbldren out in the trailer for a few days vacationing at different times. 
The latter part of the month he took the two boys hunting. Had some wonderful 
experiences, and did come back with some moose. There were three hunters in 
the party, and one of the other fellows shot the moose. To say the least, 
the boys were thrilled to see how one is skinned and dressed. 


SEPTEMBER:- This was the time to go back to school for the children. 
All of them made it the first day, but Cathy. She had to have her tonsils and 
adenoids taken out. 


olen 


In the midst of this, Paul was off again on one of his flying trips. Th; 
time to Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota for a meeting of the Alaska 
Study Committee. This was his first flight, in all of his flying, in a jet. 

Following the trip to St. Paul came the Fall Presbytery Roundup for Youth 
This was to have been an outdoor affair, with barbecued spare-ribs and chickes 
But the rain came down in torrents and it had to be indoors. This didn't 
aspen the appetites the least bit, and a joyous time of fun and inspiration 
was had by all. 

September saw the aehetnndne of the Inter Agency Council meetings in 
Anchorage. Paul is on the Membership Board. This group of professionals in 
the field of health, education, welfare and religion, meet semi-monthly to 
explore various facets of service in these areas, and we feel we are doing a. 
commendable job. 

Christian Education Sunday also comes in this month, and we were fortunate 
to. have the services of Miss Ruth McClure, a resource person from the Board of 
Christian Education. Miss McClure did a real inspirational job for our 
teachers, and this came at a fitting time, just prior to Christian Education 
Sunday and the dedication of our teachers. 


OCTOBER:- This was the month we thought of each of you more than at any 
other time, It was perhaps because our thoughts were-canteréd in Him, gbout 
that long Communion Table that spread around the world. We.were one of the 
last people to partake, and we thought of all of you who had partaken hours 
before we did, and of course those whose turn came after ours. It was a real 
time of inspiration as it always is. 

Hunting time also caiie this month, when Paul went out over-nite with a 
neighbor for caribou. They came back with one, that was certainly delicious. 

Laymen's Sunday was held here like it.was in many of your churches. Our 
men did a commendable job, and everyone was pleased at the manner in which 
they conducted the service. 

Hillcrest was host to a district meeting of Presbyterial this month too. 
This was our first time to be host for such a meeting. 


F NOVEMBER:- This is election month, and a real first for Alaskans. I 

aon know whether you realize it or not, but this was the first time Alaskans 
had a right to vote for the President of the United States. And we were all 
given certificates to prove it. 

Presbytery met in Anchorage this month, and was another first, as this wee 
the first time Alaska Presbytery joined us in our area. This was a joint meet 
-ing and we discussed recommendations of the Alaska Study Committee for better 
functioning of our work in Alaska. Both presbyteries voted unanimously to be 
administratively governed by the Synod of Washington, rather than by head- 
quarters as a National Missions porject. We will still be a National Missions 
field, but the funds will be administered through the Synod rather than 
through the Board in New York. 

With Thanksgiving just around the corner, our folks, here at Hillcrest are 
planning their second annual Thanksgiving Dinner in planned pot-luck style. 

We are serving turkey with all the trimmings. This event is held to help 
keep us all from getting homesick. There are so many servicemen and their 
families, who like us miss their families so far away, so we become one big 
happy family here. We are looking for about 55 or more to be in attendance. 
We are not into December, yet, but soon Christmas will be upon us. We will 
remember you as we open our presents, and as we worship on that sacred day, . 
as "God imparts to human hearts, the blessings of his heaven", 


ABOUT THE FAMILY:- Carol (9M Grade) and Paul David (7) go to Clark Jr. 
Hi School. hey take the school bus at 8:00 A.M. and are back about 3:45 P.M, 
Lots of homework this year and not much spare time to help at:home. 


Cathy (5% grade) and Peter (and) ay be the Government Hill School, and 
being so close come home for lunch, although when it gets REAL COLD they take 
their lunch for a few months. Peter is at the "sounding out stage", and 
enjoys trying to pronounce new words. He enjoys school very much, especially 
the teacher, They all do well in school when they put their minds to it. 

In case you're wondering where Norma has been all this time - you know 
Someone has to stay home and take care of the kids! Of course, choir rehearsal 
once a week, Women's Association twice a month and two P.T.A.'s a month also 
keep her busy. When you're wondering why you haven't heard from us lately, 
just remember that we're probably to tired to write!....but can't figure out 
where to cut down on what activities. 

Must put in something about our two small ones. Christine will be 3 in 
March and Sarah 1 year old. Christine has dark straight hair and is typical 
for her age. Géts into everything, talks real well and helps quite a bit, 
Sarah has blonde curly hair. Almost 9 months old now. Has two teeth on the 
bottom and working hard on some more. Seems to have a pretty good disposition. 
Of course, she gets pretty good service and there's always something to watch 
around here, 

Carol sings in the church choir, is a Junior Honor Society Member and 
baby-sits. She buys most of her own clothes. Paul David is a First Class 
Scout - passed his swimming test and is working now on Morse Code. Cathy is 
always morking on something for school - she really likes it. She also sings 
in the Youth Choir and is taking French in school. She baby-sits a little too, 
and likes to help with the cooking. Peter still enjoys cars and trucks, and 
likes to take things apart. He's very curious about how things operate. 

Maybe he can help daddy keep the equipment repaired: Everyone has a job to do 
to help a little with the tasks of running a household of 8 people. Just call 
norma "Top Sergeant!!! 


Well, this brings you up-to-date on the Alaskan Evans'. We would like to 
hear from you too. Our mail still reaches us at 701 Harvard Avenue in 
Anchorage, Alaska. 


We are grateful to you all for your prayers and gifts. May God grant to 
you the merriest Christmas ever, and the most fruitful New Year in His Kingdom. 


Most sincerely, 
THE ALASKAN EVANS' 


Norma and Paul 


Carol 
Paul David 
Cathy 
Peter 
Christine 
and 
Sarah. 
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Department of Work in Alaska 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York 27, New York 


Dear Dr, Jackman, or secretaries in his absence; 


The following is an attempt to see the field objectively rather than subjectively, 
as to happenings, trends etc, Just how objective one can be,while sitting in the 
middle of the stewing pot, is a very good question - but this is it, 


As Auke Bay is attached to Juneau for most of its services, in that our people 
spend most of their working time in Juneau, that which affects Juneau affects us, 
The transition from Territorial Status to Statehood status is still taking place, 
This is causing transfers in some cases, Switches to State Employment for others, 
ani just a loss of job to still others, State policies are not determined in 
many Cases so that there is still mich question as to the status of many of our 
people, 


Along this line Juneau has gone through a depressing question of whether or 
not the Capitol would remain in Juneau, ‘This has had the effect of making 
everyone hesitant about making any long range future plans and has had a 
detrimental effect on the long range thinking of the peeple,. 


In spite of this however there has been much building and planning for building 
in the area, The large Mendenhaven development has begun work on its first 
fifty homes and several other home developments have houses up and almost ready 
for occupancy, These, along with many other ‘do-it-yourself-artists* have 
proven the fact that the Auke Bay area will see mich growth in the near futute, 


To meet this anticipated need the Chapel had planned several years ago to build 
a new Christian Education building ant finally after more than two years of 
planning, counter planning, saving ani talking a $20,000 loan was secured from 
the Board of National Missions and this along with the funds that they people 
had raised on the field brought to a climax the pa&anning and in July of this 
year ground breaking began, As of the first of October the building is up 

ani work continues, We hope to be using parts of the building by November 

and to be using the entire building by December, The volunteer work has been 
very encouraging and though the fall schedule has slowed down the total hours 
of help the soon coming inside work will be greatly affected by the volunteer 
help. 


There has also been an increase in the program of the Chapel ani the community 
coverage that the increased program has been able to effect, More ani more 

we are finiing that individuals who considered themselves on the ‘fringe' of 
the church's concern are venturing into the various activities ani this has 
resulted in new and strong members of the Church, The church has developed 
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from the situation where the pastor made all the plans to the place where the 
Session, Boards of Deacons and Trustees are very active and carry their 
responsibilities very well, Our great need is still ‘visitation’ on the part 
of the Chapel people but with spiritual growth we feel that this too will come, 


The Chapel has continually looked for ways of serving not only the community 

but also the visitors to Alaska who are brought to its door by the various 

tour agencies, Throughout its existence it has striven to be a church of service 
rather than a church with a box at its door, Leaflets and slides, given to the 
people who visit and who desire them, are a means of service anid this year the 
youth group planted pansies by the Chapel drive with the invitation to visitors 
to "Please Pick The Pansies", This has been a wonderful conversation started 
whch has led into many discussions on the service of the Church, 


The future, if it's His will, looks good for the Chapel, With new facilities 
the activities of the church can be greatly expanded, Social affairs, wuch 
as after-service coffee hours and pie socials will be much more pleasant in 
more Spacious surroundings, New Sunday School teachers will be adding to the 
life of the church andi will be greatly helped by the new rooms, (the pastor 
will appreciate having a study outside the walls of the manse, also) 


We continue to serve with the realization that no one is exempt from God's love, 

The youth groups continue to grow slowly but surely, In all, and in each 

situation, one can see the Holy Spirit working where He wills and when He wills, 
Sincerely, 


The Rev, Kenneth W, Smith 
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BARROW, ANAKTUVUK PASS, KAKTOVIK, ALASKA, AND AKLAVIK, CANADA 


BARROW: The Village And The Utkeagvik Presbyterian Church 


THE VILLAGE: Barrow Village continues to grow.. There are now about 1550 
Eskimos living here and about 150 Whites. Only one or two families have moved 
in from other places. The main growth comes through the high birth rate, There 
were over 100 births at the Barrow hospital in the past year. There were only 
ten deaths including eight small children and two adults. Of the present 
population nearly two thirds are under twenty years of age, The challenge 
that faces us is to evangelize and nurture these children and young people. 
Like many churches elsewhere we receive many young people into membership 
(33 last year) but have trouble making them a real part of the church until 
they ardtwenty - five or thirty years of age. Though they attend the services 
their lives show little effect of the grace and power of Christ for too 
long a time, 


The probbem of Christian nurture is aggrivated by the fact that all 
eight grade and high school young people are sent out of the village to 
school. The local facilities are so limited that four of the eight grades 
(kindergartem to seventh grade) are divided in two. One group attends in 
the morning and the other in thé afternoon. The young people which are 
away for five years receive some Christian instruction from the local 
churches at Wrangell and Mt. Edgecomb but it is very difficult for them 
to feel a part of this church. During the summer months we do not see many 
of them in church. In order to have some contact with these students each 
qu.rter I write them a letter and send them a copy of the devotional guide - 
THY WILL - My Will. 


There is a brighter side to the school picture. In early September 
a new principle came to Barrow. He is a very friendly and capable young man. 
He is a very welcome change from his predicessor who had very little sympathy 
for the people he served, With a new adminstration there will be a much 
greater rapport between the people and the school, and more cooperation on 
the part of the people wiith school programs, 


The previous principle for the last two years has stood in the way of 
further construction at Barrow because the people would not work with him. 
In fact for the last year many letters of complaint have gone to Juneau and 
Washington because of him. However, this year the basic materials for eight 
class rooms and four apartments arrived on the boat. A last-minute decision 
about the middle of June made these available. Next year (September 1961) 
the first materials for a new high school will arrive, The plan is to add 
one more grade of school each year so that by 1965 all grades through senior 
in high school will be in Barrow. This is a Bureau of Indian Affairs project, 


The change in school facilities will change or problem of ministry 
to the young people. Our facilities are not nearly adequate for the Youth 
Fellowship program which we will need to carry on when all the high school 
youth are in the village. 


The Public Health Service is also planning a completely new facility 
for Barrow. The fospital is very inadequite and cannot be expanded further, 
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Their program is still in the planning stages. The first materials for this 
project will not arrive until September 1962 or 1963. 


The Federal Aviation Agency is also planning a major instalation for 
Barrow. The European Airlines that fly the polar route are omplaining because 
they have to pay for using the privately owned Barrow facility. In two or 
three years their facility should be under construction. 


The State government is considering building an air strip just behing 
the village. An estimate of the cost of the project will beppresented to 
the State legislature this coming January (19613 and it may be built the 
following summer. 


All of these building projects will greatly affect the economic condition 
of the village. For the past four years there has been little construction 
in the Arctic. Only about one third of the work force has had steady 
employment. Only another third has had employment for more than two months 
of any given year. Beginning with June of 1961 this picture will begin to 
change. With major construction increasing for thennext several years. After 
the construction is finished many more men will be needed to help service 
and maintain them. 


This presents a great challenge in stewardship education for the Church. 
With increased employment the local people should begin taking responsibility 
for an increased share of the cost of maintaining a church at Barrow. Some 
statistics from the Board of National Missions concerning the cost of items 
should be prepared in the next year. This should be itemised so that things 
for Barrow can be separated from items for the plane and the out-stations. 
I have never seen this cost list. By the time pledges are received for 
1962 (November 1961) this study should be completed and the people challenged 
with a greater share, 


From October 1959 to February 1960 there were an unusually large number 
of cases of gonorrhea. From January to April there were an unusually large 
number of illegitimate children born. These facts point at our persistant 
social problem of adultery, loose sex standards, and the need of Christian 
sex education. To meet this need of sex education as series of three classes 
for girls and ladies only was held, This was done with the very able help of 
the local medical doctor. Through him several films were secured and he 
covered the physical side of the classes, I covered the moral and spiritual 
side. These meetings which were held in May of 1960 were attended by about 
150 girls and women. We had hoped to have similar meetings for the boys 
and men but the spring and summer seasons are poor times for this, A new 
Doctor has come to the hospital and may help with similar classes this fall. 


Another social problem is that of child disciplin. The parents seem to 
do very little consistant training of their children to obey authority. This 
makes it difficult for the school teachers, sunday school teachers, youth 
leaders, etc. There is much noise and walking around in the services because 
the small children fuss too much when parents try to make them sit still. To 
help the parents see the need of training their children to obey authority I 
set up a series of four studies for the Geneva Fellowship. I led two. The 
médical doctor led one and the local destist led the other, 
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THE UTKEAGVIK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: The present membership of the church is 
6635 (September 1960). Of these about 75 live at Barter Island and 70 at 
Anaktuvuk Pass. Another 10 live other places in the Arctic, The others 

live in Barrow at least part of the year. Of those that are in Barrow a few 
more than 100 gre young people who go away for school for nine months. The 
attendance of the others who are in the village is very good. During the 
winter months there are more than 400 at the Sunday evening services. 


The people of Barrow made a major stewardship Advance this past year. 
Beside pledging to the general budget of about $14,000 pledges were received 
toward the new manse building fund. We expect to receive throughtthese envelopes 
more than $3,000 for the building fund. With employment about the same in 
1960 as the year before this represents about $2,000 net increase in giving. 
Pledges will be received again for both the general budget and the building 
fund. About eighteen percent of our general budget is sent to the Central 
Receiving Agency as our part in the General Mission progrem of the Church. 

This includes special offerings,and a special item of $500 for the Presbytery 
Advance Fund. | 


PROGRAM: Alcopy of our monthly Church Activities for September 1960 is 
attached, This gives a picture of our regular services and fellowship 
meetings. It also gives the monthly meetings of the boards of the church. 


On the back of this monthly calendar is a schedule of programs and 
records which we broadcast to the village over an oscillator, This is a new 
addition to our programe Much of the year we are not able to receive standard 
radio broadcasts at Barrow, We are able to provide these excellent programs 
and recorded sacred music and so bring added spiritual influence into the 
homes of the village. Fred Hauman was in charge of this program which has now 
been taken over by the new Theological Intern, Stewart Bridgman. We hope to 
add other programs through our radio station at Sitka and the Radio and 
TV department of our church. 


Beginning in January 1960 we started the every home plan of Presbyterian 
Life. The people enjoy the magazine very much and we hope to continue this 
phase of the church program. 


In early July the Session made the decision to change the hymnbooks 
which we use in our services. We have been using the Service Hymnal produced 
by the Hope Publishing Co. since 1936, The music committee of the Session 
spent four months studying three other books: They Hymnbook by our own church, 
The Worship and Service Hymnal by Hope Pub. Co.; and Inspiring Hymns by 
Singspiration. The Hymnbook was eliminated because the English poetry for 
the most part was too difficult for our Eskimo peopte. Also, there were not 
enough of the faster"Gospel" hymns which the people like to sing. It is this 
"Gospel" music that the Assembly of God Church has used to draw some people 
to themselves from the Presbyterian Church. The Worship And Service Hymnal 
was chosen by the committee and adopted by the Session. 


Another change was made by the Session. We had been using the DaviB 
CG. Cook Sunday School materials for several years, The Christian Education 
Committee of the Session studied the materials on the International Lesson 
Series published by our own church and that by the Southern Presby. Church, 
After considerable study and discussion the committee recommended and the 
Session adopted that Published by our United Presbyterian Board of Christian 
Education. We will begin using it the first Sunday in October, 1960 
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After three years of considering an Arctic Youth Camp for the young 
people of Barrow and Wainwright the first one was held from May 30 to June 
6th. Thirty-seven young people attended - 26 from Barrow and 1l from Wain- 
wright. Along with these were eleven adults including cooks,councilors, and 
helpers. The camp was held at the village of Meade River about seventy miles 
from Barrow. The mission caterpiller tractor pulled three sleds hauling 
the people and the gear from Barrow to within five miles of the camp site. 
There the river was too broken up to cross safely so I had to fly everyone 
and everything over to camp. This took eleven round trips. Also, it took four 
round trips with the plane to bring the campers from Wainwright. The Wukon 
Presbytery helped finance the camp by paying for the Rev. John Bartholomew's 
ticket and sending him from Tokg Alaska, to help lead. Presbytery also gave 
$200 to cover expenses of the plane and cat. We charged the young people each 
$10.00. This fee covered food and materials quite well. 


Two study groups met two times each morning. One was led by John Bartholomew 
and the other by the Theological Intern, Fred Hauman. Roy Ahmaogak assisted 
John and Samuel Simmonds assisted Fred. The materials used were those prepared 
by our Soard of Christian Education for Senior Hi Camp for 1959. The afternoons 
were given over to recreation - hunting, fishing, hikes, free time, etc. It was 
a very worthwhile camp. Many of the young people showed a deepening of faith 
and commitment to Christ. 


I feel that such a camp should be held each spring. If the break-up of 
the rivers is nopmal instead of early as it was this year we could drive the 
cat directly to the camp site and return safely. This woujd eliminate much of 
the travel expense. We should be able to staff a comp with the ministers in 
the Arctic if Presbytery is unable to send someone each year. However, especially 
until Samuel have more experience with youth camps the help of one of the 
other ministers is greatly needed. 


Vacation Bible School was held from July 5th. to 15th. With an enrodlment 
of about 375 not counting the teachers and helpers, Again much of the respon= 
sibility was taken by local Eskimos. Three of the five departments were led by 
them. All the teachers and helpers were locally trained and did an excellent 
job. 


Barrow Proberty And Buildings: Several times the building needs have been 
surveyed and recommendations made. 


Dr. Alemander Sharp from the Board of National Missions Staff visited 
Barrow in July. Building needs was one of the main items of discussion. After 
reviewing the problems and recommendations made one further building need was 
brought up. Our present Sanctuary seats comfortably about 475 people. When we 
have films it is packed. When we have special programs - Bible School Closing 
programs, two Christmas programs each year, two feasts each year. We have over 
700 squee_ing in. As the village grows thw sanctuary will become less and less 
adequate. Now with the exception of about twelve meetings a year it is adequate 
for our needs. However, our evening services during the winter are attended 
about to capasity. I asked Dr. Sharp if we should plan some enlargement of the 
present Sanctuary in our long-range building program. During our discussion we 
again mentioned the need of new recreation facilities - the old sanctuary - 
which are very inadequate for our present fellowship groups. Dr. Sharp suggested 
that we consider a large-enough pavilion for volley-ball,mbaskétball, other 
games, and these meetings when larger space is needed. This idea did not 
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appeal to me at first. Since some of these larger meetings would be worship 
services I felt that we should have our regular worship center. But after more 
consideration of the problem I now feel that this is the only practical way to 
meet our needs of larger recreation facilities, more Christian Education space, 
and larger worship and fellowship meetings. This could all be included in stage 
three of the proposed building program for Barrow, 


Stage one included living quarters for the missionary family and a small 
apartment for the Theological Intern. It was decided to move ahead with this 
stage at the October Presbytery meeting of 1959. At that time an Architect 
was engaged. He submitted a floor - plan for study about the middle of November 
to Dr. Jackman, Glen Carson, and myself, Instead of studying these and giving 
the Architect the green light on construction drawings at once Mr. Carson 
wanted to stydy again the long-range needs at Barrow, Finally on January 26 th. 
Mr. Garson wrote the Architect asking what was the latest date he would need 
the green light on construction drawings and still have time for ordering 
materials on the boat - the one boat each year - in July. The Architect gave 
March lst. as hid date. On March 3rd. MrenCarson called the Architect and told 
him to start. The drawings were completed, as estimate of cost reached, and 
the Board of National Missions appropriated $35,000 for thispproject at the 
April meeting. But in spite of this no materials for the manse came this year. 
The company making the wall pannels said they could only deliver the materials 
sf there were no delays in producation. He gave us four days allowance for 
delays. Mr. Carson felt this was too tight a schedule so on his recommendation 
the others involved felt we should not risk having some materials laying in 
Barrow for a year. None were ordered. 


The tight schedble at the end resulted from delays in consideration of 
details in New York. Now the Lord's money is laying in a bank for a year and 
we limp along with woefully inadequate buildings for another year. 


Mr. Carson may have felt that he could not give the Architect the green 
light on construction drawings because no appropriation had been made to 
cover their cost. But last December the people of Barrow pledged $2200 toward 
the new mase. Even if we only realise two thirds of that amount it would 
cover the Architects fees, Also, another gift of $4,000 had been pledged 
toward the new manse early last fall. We cannotiblame the Architect for this 
delay of one year in the construction of the new manse at Barrow. 


THE ARCTIC MESSENGER III 


The Mission Plane has given us excellent service over the past year. 
Over 200 hours were flown with only one interruption because of a minor 
difficulty with the carburator. Fred Hauman, the Theological Intern, who is 
an Aircraft Mechanic fixed it easily saving us an expensive maintenance bill. 


In July of this year the plane was used to search for seven bo%s who 
went in on the tundza behind the village and became lost in the fog. After 
several hours of flying two were found. Another hour later two more were found. 
The last group of three were found a little later. One of this last group 
had died from exposier. They had been out during two nights and were found 
the afternoon of the second day. Bad weather prevented looking for them the 
day before. We were grateful for the plane to help is such emergencies. It is 
the only plane_on floats around Barrow in the summer. 


The airfield which we hope will be built soon by the village will be an 
important assét. We loose about two months of flying each year because we have 


no place to land on wheels by the village. Also, in our future planning we 
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should provide a hanger for the plane on the new airfield. Our plane takes a 
terrific beating from the wind and snow storms in the winter. 


A corrosion problem has developed in the airframe, Salt water has caused 
this to begin in the seams of the skin and in some spots on the skin, Also, 
inside the wings and body corrosion has begun. This was discovered last April 
when a minor repair was made on the elivator tip. 


After much discussion it was felt by those involved that it would be best 
to se@l this plane in the late summer of 1960 while it would still be worth 
almost market value to someone operating around fresh water, Though this 
seemed the wisest thing to do no funds were available to add to those realised 
from the sale of the old plane for a new ome, Therefore, we have kept our 
present 170. Having kept the plane this long we have committed ourselves to 
keep it until it is no longer airworthy. If we spend $800 to $1000 this winter 
having the paint taken off and the corrosion treated we should be able to 
get at least three more years of service out of it, possibly more. If we get 
four years out of it we wikl have realised our money's worth of use from it 
and can afford to sell it for the few valuable parts left in it. Therefore, 

I am recommending that we make this major maintenance expense this winter and 
plan to keep the plane. 


The plane is usedcprimarily to visit the Eskimo Villages of Kaktovik on. 
Barter Island, Anaktuvuk Pass Village, and Meade River Villge. It is also the 
primary means of transportation to Presbytery meetings each spring fall. This 
is for the pastor and elders from Wainwright and Barrow. We use the plane a 
little for hunting caribou which is the main meat supply for the mission staff,. 


KAKTOVIK PRESBYTERIAN CHAPEL, BARTER ISLAND. 


In September of 1959 the Assembly of God minister of Barrow visited 

Ba rter Island and succeeded in splitting the Christian Fellowship into two 
groupse One of the older men, Fred Gordon, was the only one before then who 
was discontented with the Presbyterian Church. When Mr. Capner went to Barter 
Mr. Gordon supported him and took his children to that group. His daughters 
are married to three of the presbyterian members and are themselves members of 
our church. However, two of the three men went with their wives over to the 
other group. There are about fifteen or twenty adults in the Assembly group and 
about sixty in our own. They held services every night all last winter, This 
summer Ihe division became less because two of the main leaders of the 
Assembly group moved away. On my last visit a number from their group attended 
my services and their children attended Bible School. Mr. Capner has moved to 
Wainwright to build another Assembly of God Church and then plans to move to 
Point Hope. If he does not visit Barter Island this fall the division should 
be healed even more. We hope and pray that it will. 


The Air Force which claims all of Barter Island as a military reserve 
is planning to have the village moved about two miles west from its present 
location because it is on ground deemed essential for their expansion, The 
exact site has not yet been picked and the details as to who will pay for the 
moving and construction of new buildings are yet to be worked out. The move will 
probably begin next summer, 


The chapel which we had hoped to construct this fall has been delayed for 
another year. Some materials were purchased and came to Barrow on the North 
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Star this year, I hope to have them shipped to Barter Island via DEW Line 
plane next spring. Other materials will be available from the old buildings on 
Barter Island, We hope from these to build a 40! by 24! Chapel. We hope to 
locate this building on a large plot in the center of the new village site. 


This year marked the completion of six years of active service for Elder 
Herman Rexford, On the rotation system he retired for one year though he is 
still leading the Sunday morning service and the Sunday School. Harold Kavedhook 
was elected in Hermans place. He is the forty-three year old native school 
teacher for the Bureau Off[ndian Affairs on Barter Island. He has been teaching 
the adult Sunday School Class and the Wednesday evening Bible Study. He has 
been doing an excellent job and we were pleased to see his election, Another 
Elder from Barrow, Freddie Aishanna, has moved to Barter Island to live with 
his son. He and Isaac Akootchook lead the evening services each Sunday. 


Fred Hauman again conductid Vacation Bible School on Barter Island. 
He had the help of two of the young ladies of the village who led the classes 
for the six to nine year olds. Fred led the ten to fifteen year olds. These 
children studied hard and learned well. They seem to have greater eagerness 
to learn and take more resposnibility than the children of Barrow. This is 
due primarily to the excellent job Harold has done in the School, There were 
about thirty - five enrolled this year. 


AKLAVIK, N.W.T., CANADA 


The last few days of July were spent on a trip East from Barter Island 
to Aklavikj Canada. We have two families there who maintain their membership 
in the Church at Barrow. Wewent to encourage them. More important, we went down 
to introduce the new Inupiat Hymnbook as a preparation for the introduction 
of the New Testament when it is printed in about three years. We felt that if 
these eskimos learn to read their own language script from hymns they know they 
will pick up the reading of the New Bestament much more quickly. We introduced 
this hymnbook to two Christian groups there - the Anglican and aheindependent 
group. Most of these eskimo people are related to the people of Barter Island 
and Barrow. They enjoyed very much our visit. 


I feel that we can only afford a trip like this about once every three 
years, With the extra help we had in Barrow this summer it seemed like the 
right time to make the extended trip. Elder Harold Kaveolook mad e the trip 
with me and was an excellent heap. 


ANAKTUVUK PASS VILLAGE 


Public School began in our chapel building June 1st. 1960. The State 
Department of Education has plans for continuing regular school sessions 
there from now on. They expect to construct their own facilities at the 
village next spring. This will include two class rooms and two living quarters, 
They expect that in the near future two teachers Will be needed there. 


The present teacher, Miss Anna Bortel, is a devoted Christian lady who 
is as interested in the Spiritual growth of the people as sha is in their 
education. She plays the folding orgen for the services. She teaches a Sunday 
School Class for teenagers. She answers questions that Elder Homer Mekiana 
has concerning his teaching. Having her there is like having our own mission 


schoo] teacher there. Miss Bortel had a personal interest in these people since 
she visited ffie village in the spring of 1959, It was her offer to go to 
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Anaktuvuk and teach that led the State to the decision for a school there. 
She is very pleased at the progress of her pupils who in ten weeks have covered 
almost a year's work, 


Because school was to start June lst. we had Bible School at Anaktuvuk 
the first week of May. I took Samuel and Hester Simmonds, and Alice Hopson 
from Barrow to conduct the sfhool. Alice and Hester led the Children in the 
afternoon. Samuel led the adults each evening. About seventy attended these 
evening meetings. 


We have had an application in at the land office in Fairbanks to secure 
the plot on which the chapel is located. It was submitted over a year ago but 
still no final answer has been received. 


Until this September the only place to land planes at Anaktuvuk Pass was 
on the lake about a mile from the village. The Post Office Department has put 
pressure on “ien Airlines to build an air strip by the village so that they 
can deliver the mail to the Post Office. Up until now no official arrangements 
had been made to transport the maid from the lake to the village. Wien has 
built a strip on a gravel bar about one hundred yards from the village. They 
expect eventually to lengthen this strip to 3000 feet so it can bevused in 
emergencies by largerr twin engine planes. It is a private strip but we have 
permission from Wien Airlines to use it. They will keep it drug all winter 
and will be much easier on the plane than the rough lake has been. 


I landed on the new strip the second week of September. It is rough 
without any snow on it but is quite usable for us. 


ARCTIC SLOPE MISSION PERSONNEL 


Mr. Fred Hauman has been our Theological Intern from June 1959 until 
early September 1960. His work was interrupted for five months while he went 
out to Dubuque Seminary for his final term. He went to Hydaberg from here 
where he will serve as a temporary missionary until another can be found. 


Fred entered into the work here without reserve. He gained an unusual 
understanding of and appreciation for the needs of the Eskimo people. He 
carried a great burden in his heart for the young people especially. He did 
not spare himself but put in long hours dilligently preparing for his 
spiritual responsibilities - Leading a Bible School Department, leading the 
Westminster Fellowship, teaching Sunday School, preaching once a month, Fred 
made a distinct contribution to the minidtry here and we were grateful for 
his help. 


The first week of September another intern, Stewart Bridgman, from Union 
Seminary in Richmond, Va., arrived on the field. He is fitting well into the 
program of the Church. I feel he meke a great contribution to the ministry 
here as Fred did. He only had three days with Fred on the field and has 

stepped nicely into his place. 


For the summer of 1960 Mr. & Mas.David Crockett from Lousiville Seminary 
were here. Their respective churches paid their transportation and the Mission 
Board paid their salary. Dave came to help with the program and maintenance work, 
He led the Primary Department of the Bible School, he preached twice, he led 
the Westminster Fellowship while Fred. was at Barter Island for Bible School, 
and led the Polar Cross Bearers while Samuel was on a month's vacation. In 
maintenance he did a number of odd jobs which could not have been done if he 
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had not been heres many pains of glass were installed, the electric wiring of 
the entrances to the church was completed, a new back door frame and door were 
installed at the back of the manse, etc. However, I felt that he was too careful 
not to over-work himself. Perhaps I was at fault in not pushing him more, Also, 
on several occasions I asked him to do one particular job and he did another 
which he saw needed doing. I felt his cooperation was not what it should have 
been. Mrs. Crockett came to help with the house work because we have many 
guests during the summer and because Barbara needed relief so she could get 
caught up on letters to friends of the mission. However, her contribution to 
the house work was so small that she barely made up for the extra work caused 
by thepresence of indoxtre people here, She evidently has never had mych house 
workito do and was never under pressure to get it done. Whatever she did it 
was done slowly. Often half an afternoon would be spend with a cookbook trying 
to pick out some fancy dessert that took the rest of the afternoon to make. 
She was always ready to stop the dished after supper to go to nalakatuk or 
something else. When a job was only half done she would say, "Oh, I didn't 
know you wanted...," or "I thought...." or"I was just too tierd and had to 
rest." This kind of excuse became very grating on Barbara expecially. While 
Dorthy sat reading a magazine she would be running around the house doing her 
work, finishing her jobs, Barbara did not get any more correspondance taken 
care of this summer than last winter without the help in the home. I feel we 
should not consider another couple for Barrow in the future, Single girls 

like Donna Petérsen who was here from Wheaton Collage last year make a much 
greater contribution and are much more willing to cooperate in the duties 

of the home. 


Samuel Simmonds and his family have been a part of the mission staff 
for a number of years. He has been a Lay Worker since 1955. Steps were taken 
this past spring to Ordain him to the Christian ministry byythe Presbytery of 
Yokun. The Synod of Washington also reviewed the reasons for waying his 
educational requierments and recommended that they be waved and he be ordained, 
We hope to work out the details for his ordination at the November meeting 
of Presbytery. Samuel continues to be very much the pastor of his own people 
who seek him constantly for all kinds of help. He continues to preach at the 
all-Inupiat 10:00 A.M. Sunday Services, henpreaches once a month on Sunday 
evenings, he interprets for me the other Sunday evenings, he teaches two 
groups of Sunday School teachers each Saturday evening, he teaches two 
adult communicant class series each year, he leads the Sunday School teacher 
training series each year, he leads the weekly Polar Cross Bearer (12-14 yrs.) 
youth group, heddoes considerable calling among the people, and takes careo* 
of much of the maintenance work. I also try to take him along to the two other 
main villages once 4 year. 


Mr. & Mrs. George Chambers, my parents, will become unofficial members 
of the mission staff for the months of November and December, We are expecting 
our third child about the middle of November and they are coming to help in 
the home during this time. Other members of our family are helping send them 
and they will be of great help to us at this busy season of the year. 


John And Barbara Chambers, Sara and Ann, make up the family of the 
missionary. Another child is expected about the middle of November, The 
end of July we completed our second year in Barrow. W, continue to enjoy 
our life and work here very much, We hope to return for another three year 
term following our six months trip outside which will probably begin next 
August. 

Respectfully submitted 
September 27, 1960 
by. 
John R. Chambers 
Missionary in Charge. 
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Septembe 
Annual Narrative: 


Last year's report was our first and that was after only a few 
months of service in Kake, This report should show a little better 
understanding, but it is felt that work and understanding is only 
beginning. | 

Our main concern is still the people of course, As mentioned last 
year an effective work requires the proper church plant, ome 
improvements have been made, but many must be completed. The Board 
of National Missions is meeting the needs, but the response of the 
people is not what it should be, Hope remains for people to responé 
as they should to the service of God, but the summer's work and 
discouragement in earning a livelihood has held many back. Work on 
the church tower is still underway with only one elder helping. 

The roof is repaired and one side has been painted after being scraped. 
The tower lumber is rotting and some will be replaced this year. 
Some painting of the church porch and entrance has been done but again 
with no congregational help. Roofing iron for the peak of the church 
and recreation hall roofs has been purchased and will be placed on the 
now open portions. This wes purchased at Tyee(an abandoned cannery). 
An inquiry was made concerning purchasing used sheet iron from this 
cannery which could be used to cover the church roof and the recreation 
hall roof. Approximately 500 sheets( 8, 10, 12 feet in length at 
g@lOper foot)are available if svoken for now, I have not figured just 
how many sheets would be needed here, but will do that as soon as 
possible. Price for a 10 foot piece would be only $1.00. The sheet 
iron seems to be in very good condition and should last for many years 
to come, I believe only one trip to Tyee(about 35 miles each way) 
would be sufficient to get this. The shingle roof of the church and 
hall is still in fair condition, but will need repairs from now on. 
There are some small leaks already. We have the skirting lumber for 
the church and hall, but wait now for people to take their part in the 
work, A session meeting with the trustees is planned for the end of 
September when all officers should be present, Some piling have been 
obtained from Tyee to help as a foundation for the manse porch. We 
do need some type of folding partitions for the recreation hall so 
that we might have classrooms, This would encourage our teachers 
and children and give us the proper teaching spaces. Lumber to complete 
the hall siding is being ordered as a local boat will be going to 
Juneau, Plans for the bathrooms are not complete and will have to 
be presented to Mr, Carson for his advice. We are still in need of 
a fence for the manse and church so that landscaping may be done and 
proper maintenamce continued. Fish trap wire, 6 feet high, Is 
available for $.10 per foot. This would make a good fence if cut 
go that it would be 3 or lh feet high and poles cut to run along the 
bottom and top along with upright poles. There are several fences of 
this type in Kake. One does not appreciate the need for such a fence 
until the situation in seen, but there will have to be such an 
improvement as this or else the same condition of 50 yeafs standing 
: shir? 
M  acenee will need a day or two more work to complete varnishing 
for the year. The wood stove is helping us immensely in heating 
the manse and giving an enjoyable heat, The electricity is off from 
12°00 midnight until 7:00 or later in the morning and this may continue — A 
because of city deficits. The wood fire enables us to keep the ee 
house warm through the night. A new washing machine is needed. We ’ 
have continued to repair and patch the old one which was said to 
be beyond repair when we came, This is a necessity as the old one 
may give out at any time and be beyond repair. ry Vane 


The church boundary settlement was made, but now is complicated 
by a fourth house on the land to be released. I would advise that 
this fourth owner settle with the"owner"of lot number 2(middle lot). 

If more adjustments are made this problem may never be solved. 

He is a son-in-law of the owner of lot 2 and was to be given land. 

The "owner" of lot one next to the manse has not as yet moved his 
home, but must be planning to because of new materials he has for the 
foundation, This land settlement was to be made before the arrival 
of a pastor and I have had to become involved(have tried to keep it 
within the session), but I feel a letter from the Board of National 
Missions would carry official weight and now that the survey payment 
is in your hands the completion is up to you. I believe Mr. Thomas 
Jackson would not only appreciate having word from you but expects it. 

Problems continue. Our Sunday School lacks the support of local 
people, but reorganization is taking place. We now have several new 
teachers in the public school and some will be helping in our church 
school. It was hoped our own people would take this responsibility, 
but maybe they can work into it gradually. . 

, Poor church attendance and poor response to group activities continues 
New attemps are being made to increase the awareness of the need for 
God and the fellowship of fellow @hristians. The Fall season is the 
renewal period for church activities. We continue to lag far behind 
in hopes and goals, 

People are suffering from their poorest fishing season yet. 
However, many people continue to waste their earnings on drink. 
People are going to be able to get sufficient fish and meat for 
their own use, Our church budget is suffering for lack of chuwch 
support, but with poor seasons one cannot exvect the same as in times 
of abundance. 

Our community continues to have health problems- sickness, need of 
a proper garbage disposal system, need of sewers, and a better source 
of drinking water. A plan for home improvement is needed. There 
are plans for having a new source of income through wood products, but 
this may not materialize. There are also plans for welfare projects 
for the betterment of the community: building a housing area for teachers, 
etc. 

There is a tenth grade added this year in the growing high school 
plant. We have a need to meet the requirements of high school young 
people, 

Our Vacation Bible Schools with the necessary help of college 
students as teachers tend to be a highpoint in our church year. 

We continue to work under many difficulties and are often discouraged 
that we cannot bring forth more fruit. 

New methods are being used: Mid-Week call to worship to aid visitation 
and tape recorded services to take to the sick and shut-ins and those 
who have stopped coming to church. Much more will be done to try to meet 
the needs of people here and in some way bring God into their lives 
so that they will not be forever backsliding. 


if PROGRAM FOR THE YEAR-- 1960  * ; 
ADOPTRD AT THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING © 
MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, KAKB, ALASKA 
Objectives: | “aha 
To worship at church in families. 


Encourage our children and young people 
to attend church and Sunday School. — 


Become year-round worshiping Christians, 

Further our understanding of stewardship. — 
(Tithing- giving 1/10 th of our blessings ) 
Further the spirit of fellowship, brother- 


hood, and working together of ourselves 
and others professing Christ as Lord ang/ 


Savior. 'potts allow Christ to be 
the one and only Savior and Lord 
of our lives," | 2 
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ANAL REPORT Luly! i 
TRINITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN cHurcH UY 1 

SPENARD, ALASKA Con 

The year 1960 has been a most momentous year in the histories of the two former 

churches of Faith and Woodland Park. Due to circumstances it was deemed best 

that these two churches merge together forming a new church. Faith Church was 

being over run by the commercial area in which it was located with no possibility 

of expansion at that location. The Woodland Park Church had outgrown itsx present 

facilities and also needed to expand. A plan for the merger of these two church- 

es and for the building of a larger institution seemed the best solution to the 

problema It was felt that by combining the assets of the two smaller churches 

they would have more resources and be able to build a church plant that could meet 

the challenge of the growing communities in which these two churches were serv- 

ing. A great deal of prayer and research followed and on March 25, 1960 the 

two churches presented a petition to Presbytery for permission to merge. With 

Presbytery's approval received the new church now called the Trinity United Pres= 

byterian Church moved forward to assume the responsibilities for completing the 

merger Within itself and to make plans for the construction of a new church. At 

this time the Rev. Lowell Campbell, pastor of the former Feith Presbyterian Church 

received a call from the First Presbyterian Church of Milan, Illinois which he 

accepteg, The congregation met and it was decided that they would continue with 

a combination of all the present church officers until the end of the year. A 

call was processed for the present pastor and was presented to Presbytery. Ona 

Wednesday evening in May the Presbytery of the Yukon met here at our church. The 

service on installation for the pastor was held. This was followed by @ very love- 

ly reception \given by the Deacons, | Rego alk et al : 


The new church is using the existing buildings of the former Woédland PArk Church 
while the Faith property was sold. At the time of the merger there was no land 
available in the immediate vicinity for éxpansion at Woodland Park and so it was 


necessary to begin looking for a new Jocation. 


The land committee investigated several sites and finally decided upon one located 
at the corner of Lois Drive and Northern Lights Blvd. This seemed like an ideal 
location however we found that. the land was tied up in a law suit and they were 

not able to make any progress in obtaining the land, After a considerable period 
of time we felt that since nothing new had developed concerning the land we | 
should reinvestigate acquiring land in the immediate vicinity of the present church. 
it was discovered that 5 lots.were available. The land committee was able to tie 
up three’ of these lots. The architect was consulted and drew up plans for the 
expansion of the present church, The congregational meeting was called and this 
new information presented. It was decided by a majority vote that we should pro- 
ceed with’ the proposed’ plan of building here on the present site, In the origind 
plan of merger approved by the Presbytery the wording stated that we would move to 
anew site, A special meeting of Presbytery was called at which time the plan of. 
merger was reconsidered and amended to allow us to build on the present site. In 
the meantime the finance committee had been making arrangements for a Fund Drive 
under the direction of Rev. W.W, Rasco, Director of Finance, Synod of Washington. 
The Fund Drive would be climaxed with Loyalty Sunday October 16. Al1 members of 
the steering Committee have been working very hard at their various jobs. Need- 
less to say the greater part of mm our time has gone towards the handling of the 
merger and the planning for the new building. i: 


TRINITY UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT 


As the two churches Manes we Poune our members sobrerabahy in real Christian 
Fellowship and the programs of our church moved forward, The Church school has 
been doing an excellent job in spite of the lack of teachers and facilities. 
Those who have been serving have been most faithful in meeting our meeds. Our 
Christian Education Committee with our Supt. are planning and studying continu - 
ally to improve the use of our present facilities. The Women's organization have 
done a great deal in helping to bring the families of the two churches together. 
They have had some outstanding meetings. The Presbyterian Men have had quite a 
time in re-evaluating what they have been doing. There is a deeper interest in 
the need for spiritual development for all of the men. Our Sr Hi and Jr Hi young 
“people took quite a loss in the number of seniors who graduated this year, how- 
ever the ranks are fast filling up and program committees for both groups are 
working hard for each of their meetings to be a vital and worthwhile experience. 
The Church Choir is growing both in numbers and in the quality of music that they 
are producing. Our Junior Choir is coming right along. 


This year our Outreach and Evangelism committee are again plariing for a School of 
Missions. They have also assumed the responsibility for a fellowship hour to be 
held the last Sunday of each month at the close of both services. Our spring 
Communicants classes brought 18 new members into our chureh family. The fall 
communicants classes are now under way, The Elders and Deacons of our church 
have been doing an outstanding job in assuming their responsibility. The trustees 
have had quite a task in following through the financial plan of the merger. At 
the end of August we again held our Annual Plamning of the Program meeting. This 
was the best attended of any we ha had so far and we felt that a great deal was 
accomplished. This year we tried having our Daily Vacation Bible School during 
the first two weeks of August. It proved most suceessful. We found that the 
pach fa of the boys and girls towards the end of the vacation period were ready 
fer & program such as our DVBS offered, We found this was also a help in re- 
‘cruiting teachers.. They had a chance to rest up from the school year and felt 
more like teaching in the church school. 
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WASILLA 1960 


To any observer of the signs of our times it is very evident that we are living 
in an age of transiency. People are on the move. Wasilla would probably be con- 
sidered one of the more stable communities, at least for Alaska, and yet we see 
our active and faithful church members move away and e constant effort is needed 
to invite and win the new comers. 

School enrollment in Wasille indicates a marked growth in ponulation in this 
area. in the past year. The enrollment is 30% creater now than during the 1959 
1960 school term. In the church, however, our membership and attendance has held 
about tvSxa tA a. 8ce Care wo Eeaanae shat are evident to the Missionsary Pastor. 
The first is that people who move tend to give last consideration to their church 
relationships. They usually allow the building of their home and school attend- 
ance for their children" take priority over the church. The second reason is that 
the ministry of the Missionary Pastor is spread too thinly over an extremely large 
area and thus the ministry if not fully adeluate in any one place. 

The church progrem in Wasilla here includes Sunday morning worshiv and church 
school with classes for all ages, a junior and senior youth groun meeting each 
week in the evening after school, a United Presbyterian Women's Circle meeting 
monthly, plus occasional family nights, summer vacation church school, and other 
speciel periodic emphases such as communicants classes, leadership treining courses 
etc. 

The public school still rents the basement room of the church for a school 
Class room. A good standard of maintenance and repairs is kept on the buildings 
end grounds. Work towards the completion of the manse continues to teke a com 
siderable portion of time for the missionary pastor. The past year has seen work 
on the first floor come rather close to completion. Much work needs yet to be 


done in both the besement and the second floor. Outdoors some landscaping has 


been done which included the major job of clearing the ground of rocks, leveling, 


and planting a lawn. 


In the work along the railroad, Willow now has sufficient nopulation to call 
for a ministry which includes regular worship and a church school. The public 
school enrollment there during the 1959-1960 school yeer was about 360. This year 

it is about 85 plus 15 high school pupils who are trensvorted to the Wasilla 

school by bus. They have a teacher school there ming use of l duanset huts 
as class rooms. Much effort has been exnended to get land for a chapel site but 
the price on all desireable land that is eveileble has been beyond the ability of 
the people to vay. Money was anoropriated for a chapel by the Board of National 
Missions but this was later withdrewn. 

Montana Creek holds rather stable in population as yet. There area bout 30 
people living there. There is a school tere but no vublic roads yet so trans- 
portation is very difficult. Because of the difficult road situation, the peovle 

have not yet felt ready to nut forth the effort to support Araenter Sunday Church 
School. Poouletion here will undoubtedly grow fast whenever the planned road 
botuaen There end Willow is completed. 

. Telkeetna is still served by an unordained man under the Antic Missions, Inc. 
board. I have gone there to make calls on Presbyterian families a few times and 
some of these have indicated their desire to have resular services. I, however, 
have not felt that the situation there was ready for two church groups nor that 
I have the time within the demands of the present work load. 

York on the Glenn Highway remains rather constant. The veople along the 
way are usually Guite receptive to my calls and I can sense how their confidence 
in me keeps building more and more &s time goes on. Recently one of the families 

along the way moved in to Seward and after being there a while they took the 
thought and effort to write to us telling of their new home 4nd that they had 
gotten started going to church regularly risht away too. This I thought was 


significant and indicated that this itinerent ministry in their home had prepared 
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them for this fuller exoression of their faith. 
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The year 1960 has been a definite imprevement ever previeus 
years in terms of the quality of service which we have been able 
to give to people in the areae Because we had a much smaller area 
to serve than in times past we were able to provide a once-a-month 
worship service at Tenakee, Pelican and Gustavus. At these points 
we were able to begin or enlarge the Sunday School program and to 
develop an adult Bible study program. Of course none of these 
services reached a large number of people in the usual terms, but 

I feel that we did reach a good proportion of the residents in 
the community. 

The first part of the year we were using the Princeton-Hall as 

a means of carrying me to these preaching points and to the more 
isolated spots of the area. We had a young couple on board the 
ship as skipper and cook. Their work was an asset to the program. 
They left our service the first of May to fish on their own boat. 
Once again we were back to the old problem of no skipper only this 

year there was a partial solution. My flying training had pro- 
gressed to the point where I was able to rent a small plane and 
to fly myself out for visits to the very small calling points. 
For the week-end stays at the three preaching points I used the 
commercial air transportation. This worked very well for May and 
Junéee In July we used the ship for the Vacation Bible School 
program at Chathem and Hood Bay. This was satisfactory as far 
as using the ship for living and teaching quarters was concerned, 
but I had no experinced person to help with the operation of the 
shipe 

In Sept. I found that our previous skipper was no longer avail- 
able and so I started the program again by means of the airplane. 
In October this was somewhat restricted because the small plane 
which I was renting was no longer available. But I did continue 
with my service at the three preaching points. I think that some 
of the midweek calling at isolated points can be carried on by 
means of charter flying but this will not be too satisfactory and 
will be relativly costly. 

The physical condition of the ship remains somewhat constant 
with the need still present for major repairs if it is to be con- 
tinued in service. I have been able to do a certian amount of 

maintainence work on the ship in the time between flying trips 
and thus have at least kept up the general appearence of the shipe 

The program of flying by commercial airline has certian ad- 
vantages to it, but the big drawback is that I waste a lot of 
time waiting for planese I use the time when I am out on the 
field to advantage in calling on people , but I do feel that I 
spend more time at one spot then is necessary if I am getting 
there once a monthe 

I trust that we can come to some final decision concerning 
the continuing of this work in the near future and that a sate 
isfactory means of transportation can be developede 


Rev. Richard T, Stussi 
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Narrative Report for 1960 
Mayreld Swanson 


My work on St, Lawrence Island has been a new and interesting experience 
as well as the highlight in this year's work. Through the years I have heard 
SO much about our work and the people out here, everything and everyone seem 
familiar to me, 

Waiting on the weather, as forced to do in Gambell before going on to 
Savoonga, was not a new experience but tfaveling by skin boat powered by an 
"ineboard out-board" motor certainly was, Being launched into and over the 
breakers rolling in from the Bering Sea has its thrilling moments but once 
over and out one relaxes, I wore a heavy, borrowed Parka and realized while 
we were diving in to the waves that would have made the Anna Jackman bounce 
thet my chances in the water wightem with such gear would be very slim, on 
our first attempt to leave Gambell we had toturn back after being on¢ the 
way about 45 minutes, Two days later we made it to Savoonga in good weather, 

The teachers here have been eager for help and wonderful to work with. 
They speak and understand English but everything must be stated in simplest 
terms and vocabulary. They come on time to all sessions in contrast to the 
time in "our way of life" in S.E.Alaska, 

I have helped them plan their sessions to the smallest details and they 
in turn must interpret to the children, 

My demonstrations with the 3's and the kindergarten children who do not 
Speak or understand English have been tremendously interesting, The teachers 
interpret, They watch me and listen so quietly while I tell the story, use 
the Touch Box, talk about the pictures or with them in their interest corners. 
They are beautiful children and their little faces ligt up as ~quickly as 
they understand, The songs though, they learn in English and I was delighted 
with the way they "caught on" to the singing games. 

The. Beginners in Public School are six years old, the first graders 
Seven and even the first graders have difficulty in understanding English. 

i discussed with our session in Savoonga the possibility of having a week day 
Kindergarten for the fives using our Sunday School material with more added 
in the way of games, and activities in an attempt to help the children learn 
English so that their first two years in school need not be so difficult. It 
would take some good help and persons who would be willing to give their time 
to such a program, There is this same need at Gambell and both churches can 
render a real service to the children and community under proper direction. 

The "Sunday School for Parents" night was a great success here and re- 
warding to see the interest and partcipation of the parents and also these 
shy Eskimo teachers overcome their fear and timidityn enough to present the 
curriculum and their own participation in the various departments. 

Since I was able to meet With the teachers at Gambell for a preview of 
the new quarter's material, a workshop and planning sessions with the teachers 
of each department during my week there, I am anticipating another good four 
weeks over there on my returm this coming week, . 

This has been the best of my three year's in the Lend Lease program, 
There has been good organization prior to my arrival and therefore better 
cooperation on the part of all with whom I have worked, This was especially 
true in the churches at Hydaburg, Petersburg, and Yakutat and now at the end 
of the year out here at Gambdll and Savoonga, 

The work during the summer brought us fourteen youhg people from the 
"outside" and one of our own local young people, all of together with 
our local teachers and Board personnel held held fifteehyBeRools in Indian 
willages, logging camps and canneries, These teamse of young people with 
their £x enthusiasm and Christian ideals have a whoiesome effect on the youth 
of the small villages who are home during the summer, asd they themselves 
receive from our people new insights into the Christian work and life that 
strengthens their spiritual growth and outlook. On looking over the work 
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of these summer workers during the past years we can see the growht of our 
own local members as they have progressed in their grasp of their respon- 
Sibilities in participating in thése programs = slow as it may have seemed 
to some of us, And this past summer we had a higher per centage of local 
participation financially than in other years - in curriculum supplies, 
equipment and in entertaining of the teams. I feel that these young people 
have helped our village churches and Wative membérship to realize that they 
do have a responsibility xm to share the burden of the Christian education 
of their own boys and girls, | 

Following our church members to the canneries where they have no 
churches or spiritual ministry aside from that we can provide them, was made 
possible for the people of Angoon who move to the Hood Bay cannery for the 
full three months of summer, when a team of young people am went in there 
for the two weeks in July. We were disappointed that we could not put the 
couple in there again this summer as w had done last year flor the entire 
Summer, If the people of Angoon are toc ontinue going in to Hood Bay for 
the coming years, tbhetswmyhhope that smm@ a small chapel and apartment 
can be built for the Angoon minister or summer workers to use and occupy. 


Mayreld Swanson 


